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Venezuela is a multiparty constitutional republic. In 2006 voters reelected President Hugo
Chavez Frias of the Fifth Republic Movement party. International observer missions deemed
the elections generally free and fair but noted some irregularities. In September 2010 voters
elected 165 deputies to the National Assembly. Voting on election day was generally free and
fair with scattered reports of irregularities. However, domestic election observers and
opposition political parties criticized both the electoral law, claiming it violated the
constitutional principle of proportionality, and the governmentâ€™s partisan use of
state-owned media. There were instances in which elements of the security forces acted
independently of civilian control.
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