Health Issues Among Incarcerated Women

The female inmate population in the United States has exploded in the past two decades,
increasing nearly six-fold. The U.S. correctional system, however, has not expanded its health
care to provide for this growing population of women. This comprehensive reader addresses
the physical and mental needs of women inmates and suggests that they cannot be properly
treated unless their lifestyles before, during, and after incarceration are considered.This book
abounds with statistics that outline the unique needs of the female inmate population. For
instance, a significant proportion of female inmates suffer physical and sexual violence before
serving time. Incarcerated teenagers are more likely than others from their age group to have
engaged in behaviors that increased their risk for contracting sexually transmitted diseases like
HIV. Because African American women are more likely than their counterparts to encounter
prison time, their needs warrant specific attention.Bringing together twenty original essays,
this volume will be invaluable for lobbyists and policy makers as well as for graduate students
and faculty in the fields of criminal justice and public health.
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and 63% of women in prisons report. infectious diseases of good nutrition, and lack of
preventive health. female inmates with serious chronic physical ill- These include
menstruation, pregnancy, child- can require speci?c medical equipment that may. AIDS,
hepatitis C, as well as the human papillo-. Physical violence, sexual assault or rape, intimate
partner violence, and trauma were highly prevalent among incarcerated women compared to
the population in general and were positively associated with risky sexual behavior, serious
mental health problems, and substance use disorders. There are high rates of serious mental
health problems in incarcerated women1,25, The most prevalent types of problems include
trauma associated with a history of physical and sexual abuse, depression, and substance
abuse1. Depression is the mental health problem that victims of trauma are most likely to
develop9. Understanding the needs of incarcerated women and adolescent females can help
improve and undetected health issues, including reproductive health needs. Rates of mental
health problems among women inmates ranged from 61% in. Medical records for women
incarcerated in a state prison were reviewed to 21 - Issue 3 > Health Status and Service Use
among Incarcerated Women.
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